UNIT 5

LEARNING OBJECTIVES

» Initial consonant: qu
» Labialization

» A4 initial consonants: t—th, ch —tr
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PART 01: INITIAL CONSONANT: QU
i Quintroducing

gu — as an initial consonant — sounds the same as w in English (what, where)

e.g

qua queé quad qua quen quy

> Listen and repeat

Con qua quy qudi.

Quy vé qué c6 qua cho ba md.
> Multiple Choice

Listen and choose the sound you hear

1 qué ké
2 quy huay
3 gua ca
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PART 02: LABIALIZATION

withu /o
> In Vietnamese language the pre-tonal /w/ is written as u and o depending on

the opening of vowel which follows it
® uy, ué e.g ldy, khué
e 0a, oe e.g MmMOoa, khoe
> When labialization is represented by the character u in syllables containing
the close nuclei vowels y, €, 0, a:
uy ué uo ué

huy khué thuo luén

Note:
e When uis combined with i, labialization doesn’t occur.
e ais ashort o, which always combines with a final consonant, and this vowel

will be mentioned later in Section 7

> o0e o0aoa
When labialization occurs in syllables with e, a and /a/ as nuclei vowels, it is
represented by the character o:

e.g
oe oa 0d= no sound
khoe loa khodn
Note:
e When o is combined with other vowels besides e, a, 3, labialization doesn’t
occur.

e ais ashort a, which always combines with a final consonant, and this vowel
will also be mentioned later in Unit 7
» In Southern accent, when u combines withy, &, o 8, we need to add a little /w/

in the front of the dip labialization happens with no initial consonant or the
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initial consonant h, the /w/ in the labialization becomes as strong as a normal
consonant (qu)
That means:

huy = quy

hué 2 qué

huo =2 quo

> Listen and repeat

Hué mua hoa qué.

Huy thué nha co loa nghe nhac.
> Multiple Choice

Listen and choose the sound you hear

1 hué hé

2 loa la

3 ngoe nghe
4 nhi nhuy
5 ha hoa
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PART 03: INITIAL CONSONANTS: t — th, ch- tr

1. Initial consonant: t

» tin Vietnamese is written similarly in English but there is one difference.

English t: The tip of the tongue touches the teeth. It is an aspirated sound.

e Vietnamese t: The tip of the tongue touches the alveolar ridge. It is not

aspirated

» Please see the picture below

Compare:
Vietnamese English
ti tea
tu two
tua tour
e.g
ti te té tu to to ta tw to tua twa @ tia

2. Initial consonant: th
» When pronouncing th, the position of the tongue and teeth are the same but

when t is pronounced, there is no air out from the mouth. Conversely, when

pronouncing th, we should let more air out.
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e.g
th thi the thé thu tho thé tha thw tho thua thuwa thia

» Compare: t & th
t ti te té tu to to ta tv to tua twa tia

th thi the thé thu tho thé tha thw tho thua thwa thia

3. Initial consonant: ch

» chis like English ch as in watch, chocolate. However, when we produce ch,
there is almost no air out as Vietnamese ch is not aspirated.
» Tongue tip is down near the backs of the lower teeth. And the tongue blade

touches the hard palate. Please see the picture below.

e.g
chi che <ché chu cho <ché chw cho cha chwa chua chia

4. Initial consonant: tr

» The tongue tip is rising and slightly curled back, while the front of the

tongue blade touches the alveolar ridge. That means there will be no air out.
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13
\i2

e.g

tri tre tré tru tro tr6 tra trv tro trva  trua
» This tr sound is different from the sound /tr/ as pronounced in English

language and effort is necessary to avoid use of the English /tr/ sound

Note:

ch — tr sounds can be mixed up and people still understand. However, it will
cause uncomfortable feeling for the listener if this happens.
» Compare : ch & tr

ch chéd chia ché chu chi

tr tré tria tré tru tri

Exercise: Listen and choose the sound you hear

1 tha ta tra
2 chi tri ti

3 tro cho cho
4 tua thua tu
5 cha ta tra
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1. Listen and repeat:

UNIT 5 REVIEW

1.1 ia tia thia chia tria
wa tua thua chua trua
ua tua thua chua trua

1.2 o) to tro tho cho
o) to tro tho cho
u tu tru thu chu

1.3 uy tuy thuy chuy
ué tué thueé chué
oe toe thoe choe

2. Poc cac chir sau day, chi y phat am ding thanh diéu - Read the following

words and note the correct pronunciation of tones

2.1 toa toa toa toa
thuy thuy thay thuy
truy tray tray truy

2.2 hoa hda hoa hda hoa
qua qua qua qua qua
khoa khda khoa khoa khoa

3. Sentence Practice

C6 Hoa khbe.
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e CO6 Thuy di chg mua hoa

e Chj & xa qué, nhd It quy nhd & nha.

UNIT 5 TEST
I. Choose the sound you hear
1 chuy chi truy tri
2 khoda héa kha ha
3 toa ta thoa tha
4 thay thi thay thi
5 qua qua qua qua
Il. Listen and choose True/ False.

6 Tinh yéu nhu moén qua aT OF

7 Xin hay thi tha OT OF

8 Thy di vé qué. aT OF

9 Con qua rat to. aT OF

10 Hay tranh xa ma ty OT OF
IIl.  Chon ti thich hop dién vao chd trong:

11. Cai ch6inay lam bang
A. che B. tre . te D. the

12. Nha em c6 nu6i 1 con

A. ché B. tré C. to D. thé
13. Vi an chra nhiéu diéu huyén bi
A. chu B. tru C. thu D. tu
14. _____sélayéuthuong
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A. tria B. chia
15. T6i thich an
A. cha B. tra
16. ____huong Viét Nam
A. Qué B. Qua
17. s ha!
A. Qué B. Qua

ca

C. tri

C. cha

C. Que

C. Que

D. chi

D. tra

D. Quy

D. Quy
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